CLASSIFICATIONS AND TERMINOLOGY

TIMEPIECES
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Aperture - Small opening. The dials of some watches
(in French: montres a guichet) have apertures in which
certain indications are given (the date, hour, etc.).

Bezel - The ring which surrounds the watch dial
(or face). The bezel is usually made of gold, gold plate
or stainless steel. A rotating ratchet bezel moves in
some sport watches as part of the timing device.
Round Birilliant Some rotating bezels are bi-directional, and can assist
in calculations for elapsed times. On jewelry watches,
the bezel may contain a ring of diamonds. On sports
watches, the bezel may have calibrated markings and
the ability to rotate in one or both directions.

Caliber - The size of a watch movement or the model,
style or shape of a watch movement.

Cushion

Chronograph - A waich that includes a built in
stopwatch function - i.e., a timer that can be started
and stopped to time an event. The accuracy of the
stopwatch function will commonly vary from 1/5th
second to 1/100th second depending on the

M arqu ise chronograph. Some chronographs will measure
elapsed time up to 24 hours. Watches that include
the chronograph function are themselves called
“chronographs.”

Crown - Also called a stem or pin, a crown is the
button on the outside of the watch case that is used to
set the time and date. In a mechanical watch the crown
also winds the mainspring. In this case it is also called
a “winding stem”.

Guilloché - A style of intricate engraving that is
popular on watch dials, usually very thin lines

interwoven to create a surface texture.

Horology - The science of time measurement,

including the art of designing and constructing
timepieces.

Tourbillon - A device in a mechanical watch that
eliminates timekeeping errors caused by the slight
difference in the rates at which a watch runs in the
horizontal and vertical positions. A special complication
found on only a few very high end mechanical watches
that compensates for the effect of gravity.
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